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Project of ETC Alpine Space Programme and co-funded by ERDF
Total budget: 3.198.240,00€.

The partnership is composed by sixteen partners from six Alpine countries

Italy
• Alpe Marittime Nature Park
• Autonomous Region of Valle d'Aosta
• European Academy of Bozen
• Ministry for the Environment 
• WWF Italy

Liechtenstein
• International Commission for the Protection 

of the Alps (CIPRA)

Switzerland
• Swiss National Park

Austria
• University of Veterinary Medicine Vienna, 

Research Institute of Wildlife Ecology
(Lead partner)

• National Park Hohe Tauern
• Federal Environment Agency
• National Park Gesäuse
• University of Innsbruck, Institute for Ecology

Germany
• National Park Berchtesgaden

France
• CEMAGREF
• Council of Department of Isère
• Task Force Protected Areas – Permanent 

Secretariat of the Alpine Convention

Project partner
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7 Pilot regions
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Protocol “Nature conservation and 
landscape planning” – Article 12 

“The contracting parties take 
adequate measures to establish a 
network of existing national and 
transboundary protected areas, of 
biotopes and other protected 
elements or those to be protected. 
They commit themselves to 
harmonize the objectives and 
applicable measures in 
transboundary protected areas.”
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Results

Provides momentum 
for connectivity issues 
in the Alps – enhanced 
previous and on-going 
work

Platform Ecological 
Networks – AC

Continuum Initiative 
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Results

Econnect is a network 
per se

Local and Alpine-wide

Enhances and extends 
existing cooperations
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Results

1. Vision
2. Pilot Regions
3. Scale 
4. Functional and 

structural 
connectivity

5. Legal Analysis
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Results_Vision

What was/is the project actually trying 
to achieve?

Agreement concerning the conservation 
objectives
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Results_Vision

ECONNECT envisions an enduringly restored and 

maintained ecological continuum, consisting of inter-

connected landscapes, across the Alpine Arc region, 

where biodiversity will be conserved for future 

generations and the resilience of ecological processes 

will be enhanced.
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Results_Vision

Assumptions must be made

i)  Larger tracts of interconnected and permeable landscapes in 
undisturbed and human-dominated landscapes maintain more 
biodiversity than fragmented landscapes, which enables 
regeneration and renewal to occur after ecological disruption.

ii) Following disruption, smaller less diverse ecosystems may 
suddenly shift from desired to less desired states and their 
capacity to generate total economic value may decrease.

iii) Functioning ecological processes are the foundation for the
adequate provision of ecosystem services.
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Results_Function and Structural  Connectivity

The challenge consists in identifying indicators and
metrics that permit the tracking of connectivity
changes – improvements in the way nature is
managed and used

Scale

Approach – functional vs. structual connectivity

Functional AND structural connectivity
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Results_Function and Structural  Connectivity

Joint Ecological Continuum Analysis and Mapping 
Initiative – JECAMI

CSI : The CSI is a combined analysis of structural 
landscape connectivity and landscape permeability
SMA: Species Map Application - Analysis of umbrella 
species application to detect barriers and corridors 
between two spatially separated locations for one of 
the umbrella species on a alpine scale
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JECAMI_CSI
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JECAMI_SMA
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Results_Function and Structural  Connectivity

Integrates structural and functional connectivity
indicators

High scalability and flexibility – NO previous
homogenisation of source and INPUT data

Preservation of high spatial resolution and accuracy
on source data

Quality-Indicator informs about source data
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Results_Function and Structural  Connectivity
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Pilot Regions

Recognize the heterogeneous character of nature

The global – Alpine reality is that most protected areas 
are isolated from adjacent protected areas or that 
habitats are located in fragmented landscapes
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Pilot Regions
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Pilot Regions

Local Networks

Common-
Methodology

Implentation of 
Measures

IT

SI

ATDE

CH

FR

MC

LI

Mi lano
Torino

Genova

Marseil le

München
Wien

2) Riverine systems as connectivity 
    elements of the wider landscape

1) Areas with high biodiversity values
UNESCO-MAB Biosphere Reserve

Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar)

Prime butterfly area

Important bird area

Ramsar Site

Natura 2000 site

Nationally Designated Areas

Nationally Designated Area

Urban continuous

Urban discontinuous

Commercial/industrial

3) Densely populated areas

 non irrigated arable land

Fruit and berry plantation

4) Areas with high pressure through 
     intensive agriculture

Forest

5) Large scale forest areas (>500 sqkm)

The Continuum Project Priority Area Types

0 5 10
Km

Sources: EEA; European Commision; Teleatlas; Alterra.

Map created by:

1:300,000Scale at A4 size:

PEEN corridor

May 2010

Econnect Pilot Area

Administrative boundary (NUTS2)
The transboundary area 
Berchtesgaden - Salzburg

The Hohe Tauern region

Water course

Water body

Inland Marsh

Peat Bog

River 100m Zone
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Pilot Regions
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Legal Analysis

The Protection of 
Ecological 
Connectivity: Analysis 
of the Principal Legal 
Instruments.
Comparisons between 
Swiss, French and 
Italian Jurisdictions.
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Legal Analysis
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Legal Analysis
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Results

30.11.2011

Final Documents

PR
Final booklet
Synopsis
Implementation GL
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http://www.econnectproject.eu
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